[Cost comparison of two combination therapies with peginterferon alfa and ribavarin for the treatment of hepatitis C].
The two approved combination therapies for the treatment of hepatitis C in Switzerland (Pegasys/Copegus, PAC; PegIntron/Rebetol, PIR) are very similar in terms of efficacy and safety. This study aims at comparing the cost of the two therapies and determining the cost-efficient treatment algorithm. Average cost amounts to CHF 21700.-(PAC) and CHF 19700.- (PIR) for patients with genotype 1 and to CHF 15600.- (PAC) and CHF 15000.- (PIR) for patients with genotype 2/3, respectively. The consistent use of PIR is 9 to 12% cheaper than PAC. Further cost savings of 3% are possible if patients with a bodyweight below 85 kg (genotype 1) or below 75 kg (genotype 2/3) are treated with PIR while patients with a bodyweight over 85 kg (genotype 1) or over 75 kg (genotype 2/3) are treated with PAC.